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‘Prevention, Pleasure and Protection’

International Conference on Female Condoms

Organised by UAFC Joint Programme in co-operation with

 PSI Zimbabwe and Center for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE)

17 and 18 November 2011 in The Hague, the Netherlands 

Conference venue: “Museum voor Communicatie”, Zeestraat 82, 2518 AD The Hague

CONFERENCE  PROGRAMME
Thursday 17 November

	09.00 – 10.00
	Registration participants and welcome with coffee & tea

	10.00 – 11.00
	Plenary opening session 

· Welcome by Greetje Lubbi, chair of International Steering Committee of Universal Access to Female Condoms (UAFC) Joint Programme, the Netherlands
· Introduction of co-organizers of the conference: Patience Kunaka, Interpersonal Communications Manager Population Services International (PSI) Zimbabwe and Serra Sippel, President Centre for Health and Gender Equity (CHANGE) USA
· Keynote speech Christiaan Rebergen , Ambassador for MDGs and Public Private Partnerships , the Netherlands 
· Launch of UAFC Implementation Guide
· Announcement of the winners of the Paper Doll Campaign

	11.00 – 11.20
	Plenary introduction to the conference theme ‘Female condom development and regulatory Issues’ (DR)
‘Past, present and future of female condom development’, by Mags Beksinska, Technical Advisor, MatCH, South Africa

The state of affairs of female condom development is presented covering product evolution, overview of female condom types, rise in purchases and distribution, position in relation to other prevention technologies, areas/topics needing additional research, and the challenges and opportunities faced. 

	11.20 – 11.40
	Coffee & tea break


	11.40 – 12.00
	Plenary introduction to the conference theme ‘Female condom programming’ (P)
‘Working with entrepreneurs’, by Lily Claire Dimouamoua Ekobika, UAFC Project Manager, Association Camerounaise pour le Marketing Social (ACMS)

At hair dressing salons and barber’s shops, the transfer of intimate knowledge is both possible and natural. Hair dressers and barbers alike are entrepreneurs and act as peer educators. They raise awareness and earn a small additional income by selling female condoms. ACMS will talk about their positive experience with these entrepreneurs in female condom programming.  

	12.00 – 12.20
	Plenary introduction to the conference theme ‘Female condom advocacy’ (A)
‘Importance and future of female condom advocacy’, by Kunyima Banda, Programmes Manager, Network for People Living with HIV/AIDS (NZP+), Zambia
The female condom advocacy movement has been advocating for integration of the female condom in HIV/AIDS and Sexual and Reproductive Health & Rights (SRHR) policies, services, interventions and funding. Why is this important? What successes have been achieved and what are lessons learned? And what challenges and opportunities must be addressed to move our advocacy agenda forward?

	12.20 – 12.30
	Plenary introduction to conference programme by Marie Christine Siemerink, Programme Coordinator UAFC Joint Programme, the Netherlands

	12.30 – 13.30
	Lunch

	13.30 – 15.00
	Parallel working group sessions on three conference themes (first round)
For more detailed information per workshop see  ‘overview of speakers & rooms’

	
	DR1 – ‘Latest in female condom technology and research’
Moderator: Maggie Usher-Patel, consultant, WHO (retired), UK

In this workshop, researchers from different continents will present some of the latest developments in female condom technology and research:  use of semen bio-markers and other possible markers for measuring female condom failure in clinical trials of new female condoms in the USA; female condom use over short-term experience in South Africa; acceptability studies and implications for regulatory applications and production scale-up in China; and the use of nanotechnology in manufacturing in India. 

	
	P1 – ‘Female Condoms an uphill battle? Challenges and opportunities of female 

condom  programming’
Moderator: Rachel Ploem, Technical Advisor Women’s Health and Gender, Rutgers WPF, the Netherlands

The uptake for female condoms is still low compared to that for male condoms. Special efforts are needed to make female condoms an ordinary product. In Zimbabwe the ‘Behaviour change strategy’ was introduced which seeks to address specific factors that disempower women from demanding safe and pleasurable sex.   

	
	A1 – ‘International and local advocacy: how can they reinforce each other?’
Moderator: Dianda Veldman, Managing Director, Rutgers WPF, the Netherlands
International successes in advocacy for female condoms can be applied to local level advocacy and vice versa. But, to what extent is this done? Can this process of mutual reinforcement of international and local advocacy be improved, and if so, how? Speakers will draw upon successes at both levels to create a space for further strategic conversation. 


	15.00 – 16.30
	Parallel working group sessions on three conference themes (2nd round)
For more detailed info per workshop see  ‘overview of  speakers & rooms’

	
	DR2 – ‘Cheaper female condoms’
Moderator: John Gerofi, Managing Director Enersol, Australia

Female condom prices compared to those of male condoms are high. Whilst the introduction of new market players introduces competition and may bring down unit prices, female condoms may remain relatively expensive. The workshop discusses ways to improve female condom usage, marketing challenges and global strategies to enhance uptake.

	
	P2 – ‘Female empowerment – male involvement’
Moderator: Jeanette Kloosterman, Senior Policy Advisor Gender & Diversity, Oxfam Novib
Empowering women also means paying attention to men’s situation, knowledge and attitudes. How are men involved in female condom programming? 
Come and find out about experiences in Zimbabwe and Malawi and the results of the UAFC impact research on male involvement.

	
	A2 – ‘Local advocacy: identification and mobilization of gate keepers’
Facilitator: Kiki Kalkstein, Advocacy and Outreach Associate, CHANGE, USA
In order to accomplish broad success for female condoms at both policy and implementation levels, the support of key ‘gate keepers’ is a necessity. These gate keepers must be identified and mobilized, but how can this be done most effectively? Speakers will examine best practices and lessons learned and also strategize to develop future actions to improve this process.

	16.30 – 16.50
	Coffee & tea break

	16.50 – 17.30
	Plenary closing session
·  ‘Highlights of the day’ presented by Greetje Lubbi: highlights of 2 selected workshops
· ‘Catwalk’ hosted by Adrie Papma, Business Director, Oxfam Novib:  selected participants present their materials

	17.30 – 18.30
	Chats ‘n drinks


Friday 18 November

	09.00 – 09.30
	Welcome with coffee & tea 

Registration of participants who were not there on the first day.

	09.30 – 11.00
	Plenary thematic session

‘Government & civil society perspectives’, interactive debate moderated by Greetje Lubbi, chair of International Steering Committee of Universal Access to Female Condoms (UAFC) Joint Programme, the Netherlands 
This session will give government officials and civil society the opportunity to debate the importance of female condom programming in a broader sexual and reproductive health and rights perspective. In this session we will find out what the bottlenecks are on the road to make the female condom available, accessible and affordable for all – and find possible solutions.

	11.00 – 11.30
	Coffee & tea break 


	11.30 – 13.00
	Parallel working group sessions on three conference themes (3rd round)
For more detailed info per workshop see  ‘overview of rooms & speakers’

	
	DR3  – ‘Female condoms for anal sex’
Moderator: Jennifer Smit, Deputy Divisional Head, MatCH, South Africa 

This workshop seeks to explore the use of female condoms for anal sex and discusses future directions for research, policies, practices, and strategies for this use of the female condom, as well as the need for a separate female condom type for anal sex.

	
	P3 – ‘Social media: a smart way to promote female condoms?’
Moderator: Gertjan van Bruchem, Country Liaison Officer UAFC Nigeria, Oxfam Novib, the Netherlands

Marketing is key in promoting female condoms. Leaflets and flipcharts might be a thing of the past: nearly everyone has a cell phone and many have access to the Internet. Facebook, twitter, texting messages can all be used to inform the public on female condoms. Come and listen how social media can be used as well. 

	
	A3 – ‘A convincing strategy: best practices in female condom advocacy’
Facilitator: Nienke Blauw,  Advocacy Officer UAFC, Rutgers WPF, the Netherlands

Civil society organisations from all over the world—from grassroots to the international level—are engaged in female condom advocacy. What strategies do these different advocates use? What are the key ingredients that make female condom advocacy work? And what has been tried and proven ineffective? Speakers will share information on best practices and lessons learned. 

	13.00 – 13.45
	Lunch

	13.45 – 15.15
	Parallel working group sessions on three conference themes (4th round)
For more detailed information per workshop see  ‘overview of rooms & speakers’

	
	DR4 – ‘Regulatory issues and quality standards’
Moderator: Mags Beksinska, Technical Advisor, MatCH, South Africa

The workshop discusses the current state of affairs of female condom regulations and ISO standards and includes the issues and challenges in bringing new and emerging products onto the market and in producing a recognised quality standard.

	
	P4 – ‘Sex in the City’
Moderator: Lucie van Mens, Director Program Development and Support, Female Health Company (FHC), the Netherlands

Pleasure should be part of the discourse of female condom programming. Case studies from the Global Mapping of Pleasure will enlighten you. Pleasure and fun are successfully added to the US City Launches for female condom programming.

	
	A4 – ‘Shaping and sustaining a global advocacy movement for female condoms’
Moderator: Margot Fahnestock, Program Officer, Population Program, The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, USA 
The female condom advocacy movement has achieved successes and learned lessons over the years, but in order to continue to maintain momentum for female condoms it is necessary to recognize remaining myths, prejudices and misconceptions, as well as the changing shape of the HIV prevention field. How can the movement face these challenges? What do we need to do to become more powerful and effective? Presenters will discuss their ideas for a comprehensive vision for shaping and sustaining the global advocacy movement for female condoms and seek input and feedback from the audience.

	15.15 – 15.45
	Coffee & tea  break - possibility to add advocacy statements to ‘Advocacy Wall’
The International Advocacy Platform has discussed the challenges and opportunities that the global advocacy movement for female condoms has to face and has identified goals, objectives and priorities for the coming years which will be presented on a wall. We consider all participants of the Conference to be part of this global advocacy movement and would like to invite them to add thoughts for the movement on the Advocacy Wall. 

	15.45 – 16.30
	Plenary closing session
· ‘Highlights of the day’ presented by Greetje Lubbi: highlights of 3 selected workshops

· ‘The agenda ahead’, closing speech by John Skibiak, Director Reproductive Health Supplies Coalition (RHSC), Belgium

	16.30
	End of the day


